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One of the core premises of this book is that a central site for the debate over
immigration, especially in its border security and integration parameters, has
been the mass media, which play an important role in how publics come to
understand controversial issues.! This is particularly true for newswire ser-
vices, whose stories are reproduced in thousands of newspapers every day.?
Furthermore, newswire stories often serve as a starting point for original
work, thereby setting initial boundaries for reporting.> Newswire services
are therefore important locales in which the construction of meaning occurs,
yet they remain largely unstudied in academic literature. The purpose of
this chapter is to provide the first systematic analysis and comparison of
the social realities of immigration constructed and disseminated nationally
by the leading newswire agencies in France and the United States—Agence
France-Presse and The Associated Press—between 2007 and 2011.

WIRES, FRAMES AND STRUCTURAL CONSTRAINTS

Media scholars have long contended that mass media play a significant role
in the formation of knowledge* and that media depictions influence the con-
struction of meaning by individuals.® A useful framework for conceptual-
izing the power of communicating texts may be drawn from framing theory,
which posits that the manner in which media present issues affects receivers’
understanding of those issues.® This study relies primarily on the conceptual-
ization of media frames offered by William Gamson and Andre Modigliani,
who define them as “a central organizing idea or story line that provides
meaning to an unfolding strip of events.””

Because the purpose is to analyze the reality constructed through news
content, this study focuses on occurrence of media frames at the textual
level.® In order to assess this coverage, I performed a frame analysis, which
systematically examines texts for the selection of framing devices (e.g., meta-
phors, keywords, and appeals to principle) and reasoning devices (defin-
ing problems, interpreting causes, making moral evaluations, prescribing
solutions) in order to promote a particular understanding of an issue.’ As
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several scholars have noted, differences in the selection of words, phrases,
and images can exert appreciable influences on citizens’ perceptions of and
attitudes toward issues in several ways, including issue interpretation and
attitudes,'® cynicism and negative associations,!' and support for policies.'?
More specifically, in the context of immigration, Juan-José Igartua and Lifen
Cheng found that the type of frame stressed in a news story affected indi-
viduals’ perceptions of the extent to which immigration is a problem, as well
as their attitudes toward immigration and beliefs about the consequences of
immigration for the country.’® This is particularly important, as attitudes
toward immigration are grounded more in individuals’ perceptions—largely
shaped by messages from politicians and the media—than in objective eco-
nomic or demographic conditions at the national level.'

News media—Dboth in print and online—in the United States and Europe
have become increasingly reliant on newswire services in recent years, due
to economic pressures and the increased workload faced by journalists.'
However, despite this trend, studies of newswire services remain scarce and
are almost nonexistent in the context of immigration. As the use of news-
wires becomes more prevalent, it becomes increasingly important to study
them and the messages they disseminate.

According to Pamela Shoemaker and Stephen Reese, there are four key
macro-level factors that influence media content: journalistic routines and
norms, the structure of the media organization, contextual factors like the
political environment, and ideology.'® The little existent scholarly literature
on newswire agencies suggests that there are limited differences between
The Associated Press and Agence France-Presse across two of these factors:
journalistic norms and ideology. Both AP and AFP consider objectivity to
be a key goal and employ similar routines.!” Furthermore, both newswire
services focus on episodic spot news, with speed and competition charac-
terizing their modus operandi, leading them to “speak in the language of
breaking stories.”'® The two agencies also strive to be nonideological and
have a shared understanding of the nature and definition of news.! Indeed,
as noted by Chris Paterson, “because news agencies must please all news
editors, everywhere, they must work harder than their client journalists to
create the appearance of objectivity and neutrality.”?’

In terms of structure and external factors, the two agencies show marked
differences, although some similarities remain. Both AP and AFP have their
main headquarters in the United States and France, respectively, as well as
regional bureaus in major economic capitals around the world and a num-
ber of correspondents elsewhere.?! However, the two have distinct sources
of funding and very different relationships with their national governments.
According to Rodney Benson, the French press receives fewer legal protec-
tions and is more likely to be subject to overt interference by the govern-
ment than the US press.?? Furthermore, in contrast to its US counterpart,
the French press receives considerable subsidies,”> which Benson notes
may be used to induce a form of covert pressure. AFP, in particular, is a
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government-chartered public corporation that, although officially indepen-
dent of the French government and operating with a mandate of indepen-
dence and neutrality, nonetheless includes government representatives on its
executive board and receives indirect subsidies from the French government
in the form of subscriptions for its various services.?* AP, meanwhile, oper-
ates as a not-for-profit cooperative that is entirely independent of the US
government.

Furthermore, the two countries share some similarities in the composi-
tion of their populations and in the nature of the debate over immigra-
tion but have employed distinct policies to address it. Both France and the
United States have a history of being immigrant-receiving countries, and
foreign-born individuals now account for 12.7 percent and 11.6 percent
of their overall population, respectively, percentages largely made up of
immigrants coming through the host country’s southern borders.”® Indeed,
the two largest immigrant groups in France are Algerians and Moroccans,
which together account for roughly one-quarter of the country’s foreign-
born population.?® In the United States, Mexicans constitute the largest
immigrant group, accounting for 30.4 percent of the country’s foreign-born
population.?” Additionally, immigration policy has been hotly contested in
both countries by similar social actors, including political parties, interest
groups, and academics, and the debates are dominated by similar themes,
including illegal immigration, economic benefits and threats, and the impact
on the domestic culture.?®

However, as Martin Schain notes, over the past 40 years, the immigration
policy objectives of France and the United States have been quite distinct,
with French policy seeking to drastically reduce immigration and American
policy seeking to permit immigration on the basis of criteria of family unifi-
cation, labor needs, and diversity.?’ He adds that political parties in France
have largely framed the issue in terms of identity, emphasizing restriction,
rather than openness. In particular, the growing influence of the extreme
right in France in recent years has led to greater marginalization of immi-
grants. This is contrasted by the political parties in the United States, which
have tended to view immigrant voters as a political resource, thus promoting
more open policies.’* However, a recent wave of anti-immigrant sentiment
in the United States has also led to anti-immigrant proposals by several US
legislators, at both the national and the state levels.

Structural and political factors therefore suggest that there may be differ-
ences in the coverage of immigration in the United States and in France by
Agence France-Presse and The Associated Press, despite the similarities in
ideology and journalistic routines. This study thus sought to explore such
potential differences by asking: Where is the coverage of immigration by AFP
and AP coming from? How does AP’s coverage of immigration in the United
States compare to its coverage of immigration in France? How does AFP’s
coverage of immigration in France compare to its coverage of immigration
in the United States? And, finally, how does the coverage of immigration in
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the United States by AP compare with that of AFP, and how does the cover-
age of immigration in France by AFP compare with that of AP?

A NOTE ON METHOD

According to Roberto Suro, although the influx of foreign-born individuals to
the United States has remained fairly steady in recent years, media coverage
of and public interest in the issue of immigration has been marked by sharp
ups and downs.’! In light of this, I adopted a longitudinal design in order to
mitigate the risk of a short-term spike in the salience of the issue. News sto-
ries were obtained through a search in the LexisNexis database for articles
in which the words “immigrant*” or “immigration” appeared in either the
headline or the lead of articles dated between January 1, 2007, and December
31,2011. These dates were selected to generate a substantial amount of recent
coverage and to negate the risk of event-driven bias. Last, articles had to
appear in the English-language feeds of either The Associated Press or Agence
France-Presse. After I removed briefs and duplicate stories, the sample con-
sisted of 6,286 news stories (2,312 from AFP and 3,974 from AP).*?

In order to comprehensively and reliably assess a substantial amount of
coverage, I adopted a mixed-method, exploratory design.** I first performed
an inductive reading of 20 random news stories each for AP and AFP in both
France and the United States (7 = 80). The purpose of this part of the analy-
sis was to identify the recurring frames in the coverage, evaluate narratives
in a holistic manner, and assess the depictions of immigrants. I also identified
key words that were used repeatedly in association with frames and themes,
which I later used in the computer-assisted analysis. Frames were noted only
if they included a combination of framing devices (e.g., metaphors, key-
words, and appeals to principle) and reasoning devices (defining problems,
interpreting causes, making moral evaluations, prescribing solutions) and
were salient in the coverage.* A total of nine frames, shown in Table 6.1,
and 42 associated themes were identified during this analysis.

In order to assess the depiction of immigrants, I focused on the language
used to describe them (e.g., positive or negative adjectives), the extent to
which they were factored into the article (e.g., central focus or peripheral
focus), the depth in which they were discussed (e.g., treated as individuals
or as a distant mass), and the frames and contexts that were associated
with them in the news text. Thus, stories that associated immigrants with
lawlessness and crime or painted them as thieves of natives’ jobs would be
categorized as containing unfavorable depictions. Conversely, stories that
associated immigrants with social or economic benefits or painted them as
hardworking individuals diligently pursuing a better life would be catego-
rized as containing favorable depictions. Whenever stories contained both
positive and negative depictions, I paid attention to which type of depiction
was most salient in the news story as well as the placement of the depictions,



© Dell'Orto, Giovanna; Birchfield, Vicki L., Oct 15, 2013, Reporting at the Southern Borders : Journalism and Public Debate

Taylor and Francis, London, ISBN: 9781135046637

92 Rodrigo Zamith
Table 6.1 Frame Definitions

Frame Name Description

Border Security The need to secure or police borders, including the building of
fences or the expansion of border patrols

Driving Factors ~ The reasons why immigrants migrate, including a search for the
American Dream or an escape from violence or other turmoil

Law and Order  Associations with law enforcement, including depictions of
lawless immigrants, enforcement of employment verification,
and matters of deportation and detention

Legal Legal challenges to or rulings about the lawfulness of
legislation and ordinances or criminal trials and asylum pleas

Morality Evaluations of the morality of the issue, including discussions
about immigrants' civil rights, the exploitation of immigrants,
and the separation of families

National Identity =~ The threats posed by immigration to national identity,
including the dimensions of integration, language, and values

Policy Legislative responses to the issue of immigration, including
amnesty, definitions of citizenship, and immigration reform
Politics The political effects of addressing the issue, including the

impact on candidates' election prospects

Social Movement Collective action by activist actors in support of or opposition
to particular issue-relevant aims, including rallies and
demonstrations

with depictions occurring close to the beginning of the article being assessed
as having greater prominence and therefore given more weight.

After the interpretive analysis was completed, I created a custom com-
puter program to analyze each news article in the final sample.*® This pro-
gram systematically assessed whether themes were present in an article on
the basis of the use of combinations of keywords, with the expectation that
certain themes would likely, though not necessarily, suggest the presence of
specific frames.*® While lexical choice is certainly an important component
of frames, it is worth noting that frames often manifest themselves in latent
manners, which the computer program used in this study would be unable
to pick up. Findings from the interpretive and computer-assisted analyses,
which were conducted separately, were largely consistent.

FRAMING IMMIGRATION ON THE WIRES

Origin of Stories

In the United States—where 75.3 percent (n = 2,991) of AP’s global cover-
age originated—articles were derived from 418 unique locations, with 52.8
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percent of the articles coming from the top 10 cities. AFP’s coverage of
immigration in the United States—which accounted for 22.6 percent (n =
523) of its global coverage—originated in 51 unique locations, with 88.3
percent of the articles coming from the top 10 cities. Although there are
distinct differences in the long tail, the bulk of the coverage still originated
from the same few cities for both AP and AFP. Indeed, nine of the top 10
cities were the same for AP and AFP, and Washington, DC, accounted for a
disproportionate amount of the coverage in both samples, although signifi-
cantly more so in AFP’s case.

In France—where 2.5 percent (7 = 100) of AP’s global coverage origi-
nated—articles were derived from 21 unique locations, with 89.0 percent of
the articles coming from the top 10 cities. AFP’s coverage of immigration in
France—which accounted for 8.7 percent (n = 201) of its global coverage—
originated in 30 unique locations, with 90.5 percent of the articles coming
from the top 10 cities. As with the US coverage, there was a substantial
amount of overlap among the top 10 cities, with six of them appearing on
both lists; additionally, a vast amount of coverage originated from Paris for
both AP and AFP (see Table 6.2).

In terms of the US coverage, this indicates that, although AP reported
from far more locations and had a notably lower degree of concentration
than AFP, the bulk of the coverage still originated in the same few cities. In
France, there was also considerable overlap between AP and AFP in the bulk
of the coverage, though less than in the United States; additionally, there was
far less geographical diversity and a very high degree of concentration of
stories by both outlets. These findings suggest that there was significant geo-
graphic overlap among the bulk of the stories—certainly in France and to
a lesser extent in the United States—thus minimizing the added geographic
diversity in the long tail offered by AP in the United States and AFP in France.
Also noteworthy was that AFP devoted more coverage to immigration in the
United States than in France, although this may have been influenced by the
sample, which included only stories from the English-language newswire.

Immigration in the United States

AP’s coverage of immigration in the United States was most likely to invoke
the policy and law-and-order frames, with the politics frame also receiving
substantial attention (see Table 6.3). The interpretive analysis indicated that
AP focused on federal-level policies, which were frequently depicted neu-
trally and in terms of procedural actions in legislative bodies, although par-
ticularly controversial state legislation also received some attention. There
was also a substantial amount of coverage devoted to the enforcement of
existing laws, especially in terms of raids on immigrants and issues relating
to employment verification. Last, electoral politics loomed large, with the
issue of immigration often raised either in terms of how it would affect a
candidate’s chances or as part of the candidate’s platform.
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Table 6.3 Frame Salience in France and US Coverage by AP and AFP

US Coverage France Coverage

Associated Agence Associated Agence
Frame Press France-Presse Press France-Presse
Border Security 13.3% 21.4% 4.0% 6.5%
Driving Factors 6.9% 5.9% 7.0% 3.5%
Law and Order 33.1% 19.1% 7.0% 11.4%
Legal 19.5% 14.0% 6.0% 6.0%
Morality 12.0% 15.1% 10.0% 11.4%
National Identity 4.1% 6.7% 29.0% 25.4%
Policy 38.1% 41.7% 33.0% 25.4%
Politics 29.0% 41.5% 58.0% 55.2%
Social Movement 14.6% 16.8% 16.0% 19.9%

Note: Individual articles may contain more than one frame and columns thus do not add up
to 100%.

AFP’s coverage of immigration in the United States was most likely to
invoke the policy and politics frames (see Table 6.3). The interpretive analy-
sis indicated that AFP also focused on federal-level policies and on con-
troversial state legislation and similarly employed a script of conflict, both
within and between parties and in terms of how it would impact candidates’
standing and electoral chances. Last, substantial attention was devoted to
the importance of securing the border with Mexico by highlighting state-
ments by officials to that effect as well as by explicitly noting how legislative
acts would achieve it.

As shown in Table 6.3, there were considerable differences between AP’s
and AFP’s US coverage among four of the frames: AFP was more likely
to emphasize the politics and border-security frames, while AP was more
likely to emphasize the law-and-order and legal frames. Lesser differences
were found among the remaining five frames, with AFP being more likely
to emphasize the policy, morality, national-identity, and social-movement
frames, while AP was more likely to emphasize the driving-factors frame.

Regarding the depiction of immigrants in the news articles, both AP and
AFP tended to follow similar schemas. The majority of the stories failed
to either quote immigrants or devote significant attention to individual
immigrants, instead treating them abstractly. Indeed, the issue of immigra-
tion was largely discussed in a manner that was detached from the actual
immigrants. As a result, the majority of the coverage treated immigrants
neutrally, although there was a notable amount of unfavorable portrayals
as a result of associations of immigrants with lawlessness—especially in AP
coverage—and the juxtaposition of their cheap labor with the economic
hardship faced by Americans. When immigrants were described at length,



© Dell'Orto, Giovanna; Birchfield, Vicki L., Oct 15, 2013, Reporting at the Southern Borders : Journalism and Public Debate

Taylor and Francis, London, ISBN: 9781135046637

96 Rodrigo Zamith

they were more likely to be depicted favorably, with narratives generally
characterizing them as hardworking individuals and highlighting their plight
or calling attention to the negative effects that state and federal policies
had on them. Notably, the majority of stories treated immigration predomi-
nantly as a Latino issue; for example, stories including the politics frame
often referenced the impact candidates’ positions would have on their ability
to secure the Latino vote. Furthermore, the majority of immigrants featured
in news stories were Latino, often identified explicitly through references to
their country of origin or implicitly through their surnames.

Last, a framework of illegality was present in more than half of the cover-
age of immigration in the United States by both AP and AFP. AP used this
schema in 57.8 percent of its articles, while AFP used it in 52.2 percent of
its articles.

Immigration in France

AP’s coverage of immigration in France was most likely to invoke the poli-
tics frame, with the policy and national-identity frames also receiving sub-
stantial attention (see Table 6.3). The interpretive analysis indicated that
AP focused on electoral politics, with a substantial amount of the coverage
discussing candidates’ positions in relation to those of Front National, the
third-largest political party in France, which has adopted a hardline stance
against immigration as a centerpiece of its platform. AP also devoted atten-
tion to immigration policies, particularly at the national level, which were
frequently associated with individual political leaders, such as the president
and the minister of the interior. Last, the impact of immigration and of
immigrants on French identity was very salient in the coverage, especially in
political statements by both candidates and incumbents remarking on the
inability of immigrants to integrate into society.

AFP’s coverage of immigration in France was also most likely to invoke
the politics frame, with the policy and national-identity frames similarly
receiving substantial attention (see Table 6.3). The interpretive analysis indi-
cated that AFP also focused on electoral politics, with a substantial amount
of the coverage discussing candidates’ positions in relation to those of the
Front National. National immigration policies also received some attention
and were frequently associated with particular political leaders rather than
large legislative bodies. Last, the impact of immigration and of immigrants
on French identity was also salient in the coverage, manifesting itself most
often in political statements by political actors.

As shown in Table 6.3, there was only one frame that exhibited a nota-
ble difference in AP’s and AFP’s France coverage: the policy frame, which
AP was more likely than AFP to emphasize. Lesser differences were found
among the remaining eight frames, with AFP being more likely to emphasize
the law-and-order, social-movement, border-security, and morality frames,
while AP was more likely to emphasize the national-identity, driving-factors,



© Dell'Orto, Giovanna; Birchfield, Vicki L., Oct 15, 2013, Reporting at the Southern Borders : Journalism and Public Debate

Taylor and Francis, London, ISBN: 9781135046637

Just off the Wire 97

and politics frames; the legal frame was equally emphasized by both outlets.
Both the interpretive and the computer-assisted analyses suggested that there
was greater congruity between AP and AFP in the coverage of immigration
in France than in their coverage of immigration in the United States.

Regarding the depiction of immigrants in the news articles, again both AP
and AFP tended to follow similar schemas. The majority of the stories failed
either to quote immigrants or to devote significant attention to individual
immigrants, and both organizations tended to depict immigrants in a neu-
tral manner, although negative depictions appeared in several articles quoting
institutional actors’ remarks about the threat that immigrants posed to French
values and norms. The majority of articles using such quotes offered limited
context; additionally, if a rebuttal by another source was made, it was gener-
ally placed below the negative depiction. When immigrants were described
at length, depictions were only slightly more often favorable than unfavor-
able. Favorable depictions generally manifested themselves in references to the
inadequate social conditions and institutional challenges faced by immigrants
in France, as well as to their efforts to deal with these difficulties. Notably, the
majority of stories treated immigration predominantly as a Muslim and North
African issue, with a large number of immigrants featured in news stories
being first- or second-generation immigrants from the Maghreb.

Last, a framework of illegality was present in less than one-third of the
coverage of immigration in France by both AP and AFP. AP used this schema
in 32.0 percent of its articles, while AFP used it in 28.4 percent of its articles.

Differences Between Nations

As shown in Table 6.3, there were considerable differences between AP’s
coverage of immigration in the United States and in France in five of the
frames: the US-based coverage was more likely to emphasize the law-and-
order, legal, and border-security frames, while the France-based coverage
was more likely to emphasize the politics and national frames. Lesser dif-
ferences were found among the remaining four frames, with the US-based
coverage emphasizing the policy and morality frames and the France-based
coverage emphasizing the social-movement and driving-factors frames.

Similarly, there were considerable differences between AFP’s coverage of
immigration in the United States and in France on five of the frames: the
US-based coverage was more likely to emphasize the policy, border-security,
and legal frames, while the France-based coverage was more likely to empha-
size the national-identity and politics frames (see Table 6.3). Lesser differences
were found among the remaining four frames, with the US-based coverage
emphasizing the law-and-order, morality, and driving-factors frames and the
France-based coverage emphasizing the social-movement frame.

Regarding the depiction of immigrants in the news articles, both AP
and AFP generally failed either to quote immigrants or to devote signifi-
cant attention to individual immigrants, although immigrants were more
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likely to be quoted in stories about immigration in France than they were
in stories about immigration in the United States. The majority of the cov-
erage by both outlets depicted immigrants in a neutral manner, although
the US-based coverage was more likely to include favorable depictions.
Favorable depictions of immigrants in the United States were more likely to
emphasize their hardworking nature, while those in France were more likely
to emphasize immigrants’ efforts to overcome social challenges like poverty.
Negative depictions of immigrants in the United States were more likely to
highlight their lawlessness, while those of immigrants in France were more
likely to highlight their threat to French values and norms. Additionally,
both organizations tended to associate the issue of immigration with Latinos
in the United States and with Muslims and North Africans in France.

Last, both AP and AFP were more likely to use a framework of illegality
in their news stories about immigration in the United States (57.8% and
52.2%, respectively) than they were about immigration in France (32.0%
and 28.4%, respectively).

Frames of Immigration on International Wires

This chapter argues that there were significant differences in the coverage of
immigration in the United States and France by The Associated Press and
Agence France-Presse in terms of frame selection, depiction of immigrants,
and the use of a framework of illegality. However, while the differences were
pronounced between the two countries, they were far more limited between
the two newswire agencies.

In particular, coverage about immigration in the United States was far
more likely to emphasize law and order and border security, whereas cover-
age about immigration in France was far more likely to emphasize national
identity. News coverage of immigration in France was thus arguably more
likely to associate immigrants with a threat to native values and norms,
whereas coverage about immigration in the United States was more likely
to associate immigrants with a threat to native livelihood and security. The
“other,” therefore, became hazardous to social cohesion in one context and
to individual safety in the other.

Additionally, the issue of immigration was treated almost exclusively by
both newswire agencies as a Latino matter in the United States and as a
Muslim or North African matter in France. In promoting these associations,
both organizations appear not only to oversimplify the issue but also to mis-
inform their audience. Indeed, more than 45 percent of the United States’
foreign-born population immigrated from places outside Latin America,?”
and more than 57 percent of France’s foreign-born population immigrated
from places outside Africa.?®

Furthermore, there were distinct differences in the use of a framework of
illegality, with both AP’s and AFP’s coverage about immigration in the United
States being far more likely to employ such a schema than their coverage
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of immigration in France. The finding that immigration in the United States
was more often discussed in terms of illegal than legal immigration, which
is consistent with the work of Banu Akdenizli and colleagues,*® has serious
implications for public understanding of the issue and for policymaking.
Indeed, through this distortion—undocumented immigrants make up less
than one-third of both the inflow of immigrants and the country’s foreign-
born population**—both AP and AFP arguably perpetuated the notion
of an out-of-control problem that must be resolved through drastic mea-
sures. Consequent to such framing is a perceived necessity for any policy
attempting to address any aspect of immigration to include a component
that addresses illegal immigration, which, given the loaded nature of that
debate, often results in the polarization of actors, thereby hindering legisla-
tors’ ability to compromise. This has serious implications for critical immi-
gration matters like foreign worker visas, refugee protection, and reform
of the naturalization process. The finding that immigration in France was
more often discussed outside these bounds arguably suggests that it might
be easier for readers of AP and AFP copy to distinguish between legal and
illegal immigration there. However, the disproportionate use of the politics
frame suggests that the issue may be just as politicized in France as in the
United States, if not more so. This, too, poses serious challenges to develop-
ing rational policies about immigration.

These differences may in many ways be byproducts of the distinct politi-
cal contexts surrounding immigration in these two nations, and they are
worthy of further study. Indeed, the findings in this chapter in many ways
reflect the policies and the political discourse surrounding the issue in those
two countries, with French political parties largely framing immigration in
terms of identity and French policies emphasizing restriction in order to
protect French culture, while US policy has been comparatively more inclu-
sive as political parties increasingly view immigrant voters as a valuable
political resource. It is thus unsurprising that the difference in the use of the
national-identity frame in the coverage of immigration in the United States
and in France was the greatest among all frames and that its use was more
prevalent in France. Similarly, it is perhaps not unexpected that immigrants
in the United States were more likely to be depicted in a positive manner
than those in France, although this difference was not as marked.

However, despite these distinct differences between the two contexts,
this study also found a remarkable amount of congruity in the coverage.
Indeed, the bulk of the coverage originated in the same few cities, although
it is worth noting that in the United States AP had a notably lower degree
of concentration than AFP. Furthermore, both newswires largely relied on
the same frames in covering immigration in France and had some notable
overlaps in their coverage of immigration in the United States. They also
focused overwhelmingly on specific immigrant groups within the two differ-
ent countries and largely depicted them abstractly and in a neutral manner.
Last, their use of a framework of illegality was quite similar.
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While it was expected that differences in the structures of AP and AFP
would yield some distinctiveness in their reporting, it is possible that such
differences were minimized by the relative harmony of their journalistic
norms and their nonideological nature. Furthermore, these similarities may
perhaps offer further evidence of the increasing homogenization of news.*!
According to Pablo Boczkowski, the coupling of journalistic practices and
norms, such as monitoring, with the instant access afforded by modern tech-
nologies results in news that looks more and more alike in competing news
media. In an effort to match each other’s work, these two agencies may be,
in effect, replicating each other’s material. Unfortunately, this analysis can-
not indicate the extent to which these similarities are actually a by-product
of replication, nor can it provide insight into the potential leader-follower
relationship. Nonetheless, these similarities raise some concerns about the
ability of these two newswire agencies to bring distinct and diverse view-
points to the public sphere.

CONCLUSION

This study provides the first systematic comparative analysis of the coverage
of immigration by the leading newswire agencies in the United States and
France. The study found distinct differences in the coverage of immigration
in the two countries between 2007 and 2011 but remarkable similarities in
the coverage by the two newswire agencies. In particular, coverage of immi-
gration in the United States was far more likely to emphasize law and order
and border security than the coverage in France, whereas the coverage in
France was far more likely to emphasize national identity than the cover-
age in the United States. More than half of the coverage of immigration in
the United States by both newswire agencies used a framework of illegality,
which was present in less than one-third of the coverage of immigration in
France. Additionally, the issue of immigration was treated almost exclu-
sively by both newswire agencies as a Latino matter in the United States
and as a Muslim or North African matter in France. Last, the bulk of the
coverage in both countries originated in the same few locations, although
the concentration was notably higher in France.

Given how fundamental newswires are to the shaping of overall media
coverage, these findings have important practical and theoretical implica-
tions. First and foremost, the difference in the repeated characterization of
immigrant “otherness” may facilitate efforts by anti-immigrant advocates
to depict immigration as hazardous to social cohesion in France and to indi-
vidual and national safety in the United States. Second, by associating immi-
gration with specific groups, the newswire agencies may be priming readers
to link immigration with Latinos in the United States and with Muslims and
North Africans in France, possibly lending further legitimacy to efforts to
“control” immigration through racial and ethnic profiling or through quota
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systems. Third, the difference in the use of a framework of illegality argu-
ably makes it easier for policymakers in France to address legal immigration
separately from illegal immigration than in the United States, though the
issue remains highly politicized in France as well.

Theoretically, the substantial congruity in several aspects of AP’s and
AFP’s coverage may be interpreted as support for the idea that news prod-
ucts are becoming increasingly homogenized or that journalistic norms and
ideology may be more important determinants of the journalistic product
than the structure of media organizations or certain extramedia factors, at
least as far as global news agencies are concerned. Additionally, the finding
that distinctive differences existed between the coverage of immigration in
the United States and in France and that these differences in many ways
reflected the policies and political discourse surrounding the issue in these
two countries suggests that, in the context of immigration, there may indeed
be a close, interconnected, and interdependent relationship between policy-
making and the construction of media narratives.

NOTES

1. Banu Akdenizli et al., A Report on the Media and the Immigration Debate
(Washington, DC: Brookings Institution, 2008), http://www.brookings.edu//
media/Files/rc/reports/2008/0925_immigration_dionne/0925_immigration_
dionne.pdf; Denis McQuail, Mass Communication Theory: An Introduction,
3rd ed. (London: Sage, 1994); Gaye Tuchman, Making News: A Study in the
Construction of Reality (New York: Free Press, 1978).

2. Oliver Boyd-Barrett, “Globalizing the National News Agency,” Journalism
Studies 4, no. 3 (2003): 371-85; Chris Paterson, “News Agency Dominance
in International News on the Internet,” in Converging Media, Diverging
Politics: A Political Economy of News Media in the United States and
Canada, ed. David Skinner, James R. Compton, and Michael Gasher
(Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2005), 145-64.

3. Justin Lewis, Andrew Williams, and Bob Franklin, “Four Rumours and
an Explanation,” Journalism Practice 2, no. 1 (January 2008): 27-4S5,
doi:10.1080/17512780701768493.

4. Maxwell E. McCombs and Donald L. Shaw, “The Agenda-setting Function
of Mass Media,” Public Opinion Quarterly 36, no. 2 (July 1, 1972): 176-
87; McQuail, Mass Communication Theory.

5. James W. Carey, Communication as Culture: Essays on Media and Society
(Boston: Unwin Hyman, 1989); Baldwin Van Gorp, “The Constructionist
Approach to Framing: Bringing Culture Back In,” Journal of Communication
57,n0.1 (March 1, 2007): 60-78, doi:10.1111/j.0021-9916.2007.00329.x.

6. Robert M. Entman, “Framing: Toward Clarification of a Fractured
Paradigm,” Journal of Communication 43, no. 4 (December 1, 1993): 51—
58, doi:10.1111/j.1460-2466.1993.tb01304.x.

7. William A. Gamson and Andre Modigliani, “The Changing Culture of
Affirmative Action,” in Research in Political Sociology, eds. R. G. Braungart
and M. M. Braungart (Greenwich, CT: JAI Press, 1987), 143.

8. Bertram T. Scheufele and Dietram A. Scheufele, “Of Spreading Activation,
Applicability, and Schemas: Conceptual Distinctions and Their Operational



© Dell'Orto, Giovanna; Birchfield, Vicki L., Oct 15, 2013, Reporting at the Southern Borders : Journalism and Public Debate

Taylor and Francis, London, ISBN: 9781135046637

102 Rodrigo Zamith

»

Implications for Measuring Frames and Framing Effects,” in Doing News
Framing Analysis: Empirical and Theoretical Perspectives, ed. Paul D’ Angelo
and Jim A. Kuypers (New York: Routledge, 2010), 110-34.

9. Entman, “Framing”; Stephen D. Reese, “Finding Frames in a Web of Culture:
The Case of the War on Terror,” in Doing News Framing Analysis: Empirical
and Theoretical Perspectives, ed. Paul D’Angelo and Jim A. Kuypers (New
York: Routledge, 2010), 17-42.

10. Sean Aday, “The Framesetting Effects of News: An Experimental
Test of Advocacy Versus Objectivist Frames,” Journalism and Mass
Communication Quarterly 83, no. 4 (December 1, 2006): 767-84,
doi:10.1177/107769900608300403; June W. Rhee, “Strategy and Issue
Frames in Election Campaign Coverage: A Social Cognitive Account of
Framing Effects,” Journal of Communication 47, no. 3 (September 1, 1997):
26-48, d0i:10.1111/5.1460-2466.1997.tb02715.x; Fuyuan Shen, “Effects
of News Frames and Schemas on Individuals’ Issue Interpretations and
Attitudes,” Journalism and Mass Communication Quarterly 81, no. 2 (June
1,2004): 400-16, doi:10.1177/107769900408100211.

11. Claes H. de Vreese, “The Effects of Strategic News on Political Cynicism,
Issue Evaluations, and Policy Support: A Two-wave Experiment,” Mass
Communication and Society 7, no. 2 (2004): 191-214, doi:10.1207/
§15327825mcs0702_4.

12. Frauke Schnell and Karen Callaghan, “Terrorism, Media Frames, and
Framing Effects: A Macro- and Microlevel Analysis,” in Framing American
Politics, ed. Karen Callaghan and Frauke Schnell (Pittsburg: University of
Pittsburg Press, 2005), 123-47.

13. “Moderating Effect of Group Cue While Processing News on Immigration: Is
the Framing Effect a Heuristic Process?,” Journal of Communication 59, no.
4 (December 1, 2009): 726-49, d0i:10.1111/j.1460-2466.2009.01454 ..

14. John Sides and Jack Citrin, “European Opinion about Immigration: The
Role of Identities, Interests and Information,” British Journal of Political
Science 37, no. 3 (2007): 477-504, doi:10.1017/S0007123407000257.

15. Lewis, Williams, and Franklin, “Four Rumours and an Explanation”;
Paterson, “News Agency Dominance in International News on the
Internet”; H. Denis Wu, “A Brave News World for International News?,”
International Communication Gazette 69, no. 6 (December 2007): 539-51,
doi:10.1177/1748048507082841.

16. Pamela J. Shoemaker and Stephen D. Reese, Mediating the Message: Theories
of Influences on Mass Media Content, 2nd ed. (White Plains, NY: Longman,
1996).

17. Beverly Horvit, “International News Agencies and the War Debate of
2003,” International Communication Gazette 68, no. 5/6 (December 2006):
427-47, d0i:10.1177/1748048506068722.

18. Nilanjana Bardhan, “Transnational AIDS-HIV News Narratives: A Critical
Exploration of Overarching Frames,” Mass Communication and Society 4,
no. 3 (Summer 2001): 294-95.

19. Jonathan Fenby, The International News Services (New York: Schocken, 1986);
Paterson, “News Agency Dominance in International News on the Internet.”

20. “News Agency Dominance in International News on the Internet,” Papers
in International and Global Communicaton (Leeds, UK: Centre for
International Communications Research, May 2006), 6.

21. Bardhan, “Transnational AIDS-HIV News Narratives.”

22. Rodney Benson, “What Makes for a Critical Press? A Case Study of French
and US Immigration News Coverage,” International Journal of Press/Politics
15, no. 1 (January 1, 2010): 3-24.



© Dell'Orto, Giovanna; Birchfield, Vicki L., Oct 15, 2013, Reporting at the Southern Borders : Journalism and Public Debate

Taylor and Francis, London, ISBN: 9781135046637

23.
24.

25.

26.

27.
. Benson, “What Makes for a Critical Press?”
29.

30.

. Roberto Suro, “America’s Views of Immigration: The Evidence from

32.

33.

34.

35.

Just off the Wire 103

Pierre Albert, La presse francaise (Paris: Documentation Frangaise, 1998);
Michel Mathien, Economie générale des médias (Paris: Ellipses, 2003).
Deborah Baldwin, “No Bad News, We’re French,” American Journalism
Review 18, no. 3 (April 1996): 15; Boyd-Barrett, “Globalizing the National
News Agency”; Legifrance, “Loi N° 57-32 Du 10 Janvier 1957 Portant
Statut de I’Agence France-Presse,” March 24, 2012, http://www.legifrance.
gouv.fr/affichTexte.do;?cidTexte = LEGITEXT000006068171.

Joel S. Fetzer, Public Attitudes toward Immigration in the United States,
France, and Germany (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000);
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, OECD
Factbook 2011: Economic, Environmental and Social Statistics (Paris:
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, 2011).
Jennifer L. Hochschild and John H. Mollenkopf, Bringing Outsiders In:
Transatlantic Perspectives on Immigrant Political Incorporation (Ithaca,
NY: Cornell University Press, 2009).

Ibid.

Martin Schain, The Politics of Immigration in France, Britain, and the United
States: A Comparative Study (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008).
Ibid.

Public Opinion Surveys,” in Migration, Public Opinion and Politics:
The Transatlantic Council on Migration, ed. Bertelsmann Stiftung and
the Migration Policy Institute (Giitersloh, Germany: Verlag Bertelsmann
Stiftung, 2009).

The original search yielded 4,077 articles from AFP and 5,417 from AP. Briefs
were defined as articles that consisted of 250 or fewer words. Duplicates were
removed through the use of a custom program that systematically identified
and removed duplicate items. This program used “fuzzy string” searching,
a technique for identifying strings based on approximate, rather than exact,
matches, to identify and remove duplicate stories appearing within the same
outlet. I used a conservative approach that removed exact duplicates and only
articles that both were similar and appeared in proximity to each other. When
duplicates were identified, the most recent article was retained because it is
assumed that the most recent article represents the final version of that article.
See John W. Creswell and Vicki L. Plano Clark, Designing and Conducting
Mixed Methods Research (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2007).

Entman, “Framing”; Reese, “Finding Frames in a Web of Culture: The Case
of the War on Terror”; Baldwin Van Gorp, “Strategies to Take Subjectivity
Out of Framing Analysis,” in Doing News Framing Analysis: Empirical and
Theoretical Perspectives, ed. Paul D’Angelo and Jim A. Kuypers (New York:
Routledge, 2010), 84-109.

Because I analyzed all stories within the given parameters (e.g., keywords,
length, and nonduplicate), I consider this to be a census of the relevant reports
disseminated by the two agencies within the five-year period 2007-2011 and
not a random sample of a larger hypothetical population. I thus opted not
to report the results of any inferential statistical tests in the main text of
this chapter. However, because some readers may nonetheless be interested
in these results, I report them here. For the frame salience in news articles
about immigration, I performed separate chi-square analyses for each frame.
In the US-based coverage (7 = 3,494), there was a statistically significant
difference between AP and AFP among five frames: border security (3 =
23.636, p < .01), law and order (y* = 40.730, p < .01), legal (y*> = 8.863, p
<.01), morality (¥> = 3.978, p < .05), national identity (y*> = 6.929, p < .01),



© Dell'Orto, Giovanna; Birchfield, Vicki L., Oct 15, 2013, Reporting at the Southern Borders : Journalism and Public Debate

Taylor and Francis, London, ISBN: 9781135046637

104 Rodrigo Zamith

and politics (x> = 32.246, p < .01). In the France-based coverage (n = 301),
there were no statistically significant differences between AP and AFP. There
were statistically significant differences among five frames between AP’s US-
and France-based coverage (7 = 3,071): border security (x> = 7.394, p < .01),
law and order (¥* = 30.199, p < .01), legal (y*> = 11.372, p < .01), national
identity (x> = 128.233, p < .01), and politics (3> = 38.624, p < .01). There
were statistically significant differences among six frames between AFP’s US-
and France-based coverage (n = 724): border security (y*> = 22.710, p < .01),
law and order (x> = 6.069, p < .05), legal (x> = 8.941, p < .01), national
identity (y* = 48.408, p < .01), policy (3> = 16.541, p < .01), and politics (* =
11.050, p < .01). In terms of the use of a framework of illegality, there was a
statistically significant difference in the US-based coverage between AP and
AFP (y* (1, n = 3,494) = 5.675, p < .05). There was no such difference in
the France-based coverage (n = 301). Last, there were statistically significant
differences in the use of a framework of illegality by both outlets between US
and France (y? (1, 7 = 3,071) = 26.250, p < .001 for AP and > (1, n = 724) =
33.271, p < .001 for AFP).

36. Specifically, the program opened individual news articles and ran a series
of Boolean queries on each sentence using a predefined set of rules. These
rules were developed through a combination of a study of the lexical choices
during the interpretive analysis and an analysis of the most commonly used
words in the entire sample, obtained through the use of another computer
program I developed. In total, there were 57 distinct rules to account for
the 42 themes previously identified. Rules could include ‘AND’, ‘OR’, and
‘NOT’ operators. Sample rule: (humane OR humanely OR lenient) AND
(immigrant OR immigrants OR migrant OR migrants OR alien OR aliens
OR undocumented) NOT (sentence OR sentencing OR crime OR ruling OR
judgment). These rules were refined several times and pretested on a random
sample of 200 news stories to improve instrument validity. Articles were
additionally coded for the presence of the terms of ‘illegal’ or ‘undocumented’
in conjunction with ‘alien*’, ‘immigrant®’, ‘immigration’, or ‘worker*’ to
assess whether the article discussed the issue within a framework of illegality.

37. US Census Bureau, “Foreign-born Population by Sex, Age, and Year of Entry:
2010, 2011, http://www.census.gov/population/foreign/files/cps2010/
T2.1.csv.

38. Institut national de la statistique et des études économiques, “Répartition
des immigrés par pays de naissance,” 2008, http://www.insee.fr/fr/themes/
tableau.asp?reg_id = 0&ref_id = immigrespaysnais.

39. Akdenizli et al., A Report on the Media and the Immigration Debate.

40. Paul Taylor et al., Unauthorized Immigrants: Length of Residency, Patterns
of Parenthood (Washington, DC: Pew Hispanic Center, December 1, 2011),
http://www.pewhispanic.org/files/2011/12/Unauthorized-Characteristics.pdf.

41. Pablo J. Boczkowski, News at Work: Imitation in an Age of Information
Abundance (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010).



